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Apprentice Expectations 

 
Building Trade Apprenticeship: 

What is a Building Trade Apprentice? A Building Trade Apprentice assists a Journeyworker in 

the installation and service of various piping systems and system components. They will learn 

how to interpret system drawings and specifications, take in field measurements, calculate various 
pipe sizes and lengths to fabricate and install piping systems employing various pipe joining 

techniques. These systems can include process piping systems, steam systems, hydronic heating 

and cooling, acid piping, potable water systems and drain waste and vent systems. These systems 
are typically found in power plants, steel mills, refineries, industrial works buildings and 

commercial buildings. 

What can you expect? A Building Trade Apprentice can expect to report to work eight to twelve 
hours a day from five to seven days per week. Working in hot or cold conditions, working at 

heights, working in cramped conditions is typical for this industry. An Apprentice in this program 

will also be expected to attend night school twice per week on average. 

 
HVAC Apprenticeship: 

What is a HVAC Apprentice? A HVAC Apprentice assists a Journeyworker in the installation and 

service of various mechanical systems and system components. They will learn how to interpret 
system drawings and specifications, take in field measurements, and troubleshoot various 

mechanical & plumbing appliances. These appliances & systems can include comfort heating & 

cooling systems, steam systems, hydronic heating and cooling systems along with light plumbing 

service. These systems are typically found in power plants, steel mills, refineries, industrial works 
buildings, commercial buildings, and residential homes. 

What can you expect? A Building Trade Apprentice can expect to report to work eight to twelve 

hours a day from five to seven days per week. Working in hot or cold conditions, working at 
heights, working in cramped conditions is typical for this industry. An Apprentice in this program 

will also be expected to attend night school twice per week on average. 

 
Residential Plumber Apprenticeship: 

What is a Residential Plumber Apprentice? A Plumber Apprentice assists a Journeyworker in the 

installation and service of various plumbing systems and system components. They will learn 

how to interpret system drawings and specifications, take in field measurements, and install 
plumbing systems & plumbing appliances. These appliances & systems can include steam 

systems, hydronic heating and cooling systems along with standard plumbing systems. These 

systems are typically found in residential homes and developments. 
What can you expect? A Building Trade Apprentice can expect to report to work eight to twelve 

hours a day from five to seven days per week. Working in hot or cold conditions, working at 

heights, working in cramped conditions is typical for this industry. An Apprentice in this program 

will also be expected to attend night school once per week on average.  




